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thirteenth of his Majesty, they are expressly " direct-
ed and required to pay due obedience to all such or-
ders as they shall receive from the Court of Directors
of the said United Company." Such is the declara-
tion of the law. But Mr, Barwell declares that he
declines obedience to any orders which he shall inter-
pret to be indignities on a Governor-General. To the
clear injunctions of the legislature Mr. Hastings and
Mr. Barwell have thought proper to oppose their pre-
tended reputation and dignity; as if the chief honor
of public ministers in every situation was not to yield
a cheerful obedience to the laws of their country.
Tour Committee, to render evident to this House the
general nature and tendency of this pretended dig-
nity, and to illustrate the real principles upon which
they appear to have acted, think it necessary to make
observations on three or four of the cases, already re-
ported, of marked disobedience to particular and spe-
cial orders, on one of which the above extraordinary
doctrine was maintained.

These are the cases of Mr. Fowke, Mr. Bristow, and
Mahomed Reza Kh&n, In a few weeks after the death
of Colonel Monson, Mr. Hastings having obtained a
majority in Council by his casting vote, Mr. Fowke
and (Mr. Bristow were called from their respective of-
fices of Eesidents at Benares and Oude, places which
have become the scenes of other extraordinary opera-
tions under the conduct of Mr. Hastings in person.
For the recall of Mr. Bristow no reason was assigned.
The reason assigned for the proceeding with regard
to Mr. Fowke was, that " the purposes for which he
was appointed were then fully accomplished."

An account of the removal of Mr. Fowke was com-
municated to the Court of Directors in a letter of the